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“The Serbian army officer took a 
pre-breakfast swig of slivovitz plum 
brandy, stared at me coldly, and 
drew his finger sharply across his 
neck. We were on the outskirts 
of the eastern Bosnian town of 
Visegrad on a crisp spring Balkan 
morning. I had just asked him 
about his plans for the Muslim 
inhabitants – his response was 
the universal sign language for 
slaughter.”( Ratko Mladic arrest: 
the Balkan beasts are no more, 
Philip Sherwell, The Telegraph, 
26.05.2011)
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VISEGRAD

POPULATION

Pre-war population consisted of 21,199 persons (1991 census); 62.8% were 
Muslims, 32.8% were Bosnian Serb and 4.4% were classified as “other.” As of 
today, approximately 9,000 persons live in the town of Visegrad.

RECENT HISTORY

On 6th of April,1992, Visegrad was attacked by the Yugoslav Peoples’ Army 
(YPA) and by 14th of April, 1992, it was occupied. The YPA  installed a Serb 
controlled government in Visegrad and the arrests and harassments against 
the local Bosniaks population began. After the YPA formally left Visegrad 
on the 19th of May, 1992, a systematic and wide-spread campaign against 
Bosniaks began by the Bosnian Serb Army and the now Serb controlled 
Police. The local elite, specifically the educated and wealthy, were first to be 
singled out and targeted. Several torture camps were set up in and around 
the town. The famous spa motel “Vilina Vlas” became a rape camp were 
Bosniak women were systematically raped by Bosnian Serb soldiers and 
policemen. All mosques and other Islamic monuments in the municipality 
were destroyed. 
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One of the most infamous sites were Bosniaks were murdered was the Mehmed-pasa Sokolovic Bridge  made 
famous by the  Nobel award winner Ivo Andric in his  book “ Bridge over the River Drina”. Hundreds of Bosniak 
men, women and children were brought to the centre of the bridge, murdered and thrown into the Drina River.

On two occasions in June 1992,  at least 140 Bosniak women and children were burned alive in houses in the 
town. These live pyres are known as the Bikavac and Pionirska street massacres. The remains of these victims 
to this date have not been found. 

Over a period of four months, from May to August, the entire Bosniak population was ethnically cleansed 
from Visegrad. It is estimated that at least 2,000 Bosniaks were killed during the Visegrad genocide. What 
differentiates Visegrad from the other towns in Bosnia and Herzegovina is the level of brutality of the crimes 
committed. 

In Visegrad municipality today, there are only a few hundred Bosniak returnees. The town remains  ethnically 
cleansed.

THE BRIDGE

Witness X:

“Zeljko Lelek, Mile Joksimovic and Vlatko Pecikoza arrived almost at the same time at the bridge. Lelek was 
in a taxi driven by Bosko Djuric. They took out two women out of the car, both were in their early 20s, one was 
carrying a five to six month old baby. Vlatko grabbed the baby from her and said ‘Let the baby have some fresh 
air’. He took it and threw it up in the air. Lelek was holding a knife and caught the little body on it,” the witness 
said, adding that Joksimovic then forced the mother to lick the child’s blood “in order to stop the bleeding”. 
(Zeljko Lelek case, Court of Bosnia&Herzegovina)

Witness KB:

“I saw them bringing two older people whose hands were tied. One was wearing a French beret on his head. 
They lined them up by the water and forced them to go into the water. When the water was up to their waist, 
the men started shooting. People fell down and I was sick from watching it,” (Zeljko Lelek case, Court of 
Bosnia&Herzegovina)

Witness Hasan Ajanovic:

“Lukic told us to wade out into the water,” he said, interviewed by telephone from a Western European country.
He insisted not be identified. “I did not hear the first shot, I suspect because Lukic’s gun had a silencer. But I 
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heard the screams and then the other shots. Meho’s body fell on top of me. I 
lay with my face in the sand until night. I swam across the river and escaped. 
The water stank of death.” (From One Serbian Militia Chief, A Trail of Plunder 
and Slaughter, Chris Hedges, New York Times, 25.03.1996)

Witness Mesud Cocalic:

“The bodies were often slashed with knife marks and were black and blue,” 
he said. “The young women were wrapped in blankets that were tied at each 
end. These female corpses were always naked. We buried several children, 
including two boys 18 months old. We found one man crucified to the back of 
a door. Once we picked up a garbage bag filled with 12 human heads.”( From 
One Serbian Militia Chief, A Trail of Plunder and Slaughter, Chris Hedges, 
New York Times, 25.03.1996)

Witness Hasena M. :

“(I) watched them put my mother and sister astride the parapet, like on a 
horse. I heard both women screaming, until they were shot in the stomach. 
They fell in the water – the men laughing as they watched. The water went 
red.” (The warlord of Visegrad, Ed Vulliamy, Nerma Jelacic, The Guardian, 
11.08.2005)
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PIONIRSKA STREET AND BIKAVAC MASSACRE

 “In the all too long, sad and wretched history of man’s inhumanity to man, the Pionirska street 
and Bikavac fires must rank high. At the close of the twentieth century, a century marked by war 
and bloodshed on a colossal scale, these horrific events stand out for the viciousness of the 
incendiary attack, for the obvious premeditation and calculation that defined it, for the sheer 
callousness and brutality of herding, trapping and locking the victims in the two houses, thereby 
rendering them helpless in the ensuing inferno, and for the degree of pain and suffering inflicted 
on the victims as they were burnt alive.” (Milan and Sredoje Lukic Judgement, ICTY, 20.07.2009)

“There were Serbs all around the house and they were drinking. We tried to stay on the balcony 
but they started to throw stones at us to make us go inside, then they threw hand grenades. We 
went inside and it was full of people. They were crying.

We were the last ones in and then the Serbs took a garage door from another house and put it 
up against the balcony, so we couldn’t get out. It was just after eight, when the curfew starts in 
Visegrad, and we were all in a sort of kitchen-dining room. I saw about 10 babies and some old 
people, but it was mostly families.

I think there were about 70 people in that room. They weren’t screaming or banging on the 
doors, just crying because they knew what was going to happen.” - Zehra Turjacanin
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PERPETRATORS

Several Bosnian Serbs have been prosecuted by the Hague 
Tribunal and by the State court for war crimes committed 
against the Bosniak population: Novo Rajak, Mitar Vasiljevic, 
Nenad Tanaskovic, Boban Simsic, Milan Lukic, Sredoje 
Lukic, Momir Savic and Zeljko Lelek. Currently the trial of 
Oliver Krsmanovic is underway at the Court of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

In most cases, the perpetrators of the crimes committed 
knew their victims – they were neighbours, work colleagues, 
godfathers. This gave the crimes a heavier weigh. 

The masterminds of the Visegrad genocide – Branimir 
Savovic (Mayor of Visegrad and President of the Crisis 
Committee) and Risto Perisic (Head of the Visegrad Police 
forces) have not yet been apprehended and are currently 
living in Serbia.
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PAKLENIK:
Mass grave uncovered in 2000 by the sole survivor of the execution - Ferid Spahic. 
“At the bottom of the ladder, at first step we see a corpse. A green sweater, a handful of bones. On the right, a plank wall and a pile of 
already removed stones and soil. A chain of workers is removing a bucket by bucket of dug up stones and soil, layer by layer revealing the 
truth. The truth is horror. On the left side, which had been somewhat cleared, a small yellow flag with number seven has been stuck into the 
ground next to every corpse. Deeper to the left, the ravine has another part curving upward. At the top, separated from others, a barefoot 
human corpse. Next to him a skeleton of a fox and a pair of mismatched shoes. “He probably remained alive for a while after the shooting 
and tried to get out. He perhaps pulled the shoes after him. The fox probably smelled something and fell in the ravine,” clarifies Masovic.” 
(Downfall, Colder Than Death, Irham Ceco, Dani, 25.08.2000) 

SLAP:
On a late spring day in 1992, 72-year-old Mehmed Tabakovic and some fellow villagers from Slap on Zepa found a dead body floating in 
the Drina river. “We took the body from the river and buried it in our village cemetery. Nobody knew who he was or what was happening,” 
Tabakovic said. But that was just the first body and hundreds more would follow. “The bodies stank badly. In 15 days, we took about 250 
bodies from the river. But I’m sure there were many more that were sucked down to the floodgates where they remain trapped at the bottom 
of the river to this day.” It was a clandestine operation that Tabakovic and the villagers conducted in the dark and quiet of night to avoid the 
Serbian snipers surrounding them on all sides from the hill tops. Together, some 50 villagers organized a secret volunteer brigade to haul the 
bodies out of the river and bury them unnoticed. A couple of the men were from Visegrad and could identify some of the bodies. “For me, the 
most terrible experience was when one 20-year-old boy recognized his mother’s body floating in the river,” he said.( “Has Anyone seen Milan 
Lukic?“,Transitions Online, Anes Alic & Jen Tracy, 7.9.2001.)

KURTALICI:
Mass grave uncovered in 2000, which contained 

at least 40 remains of Bosniak civilians.PAKLENIK SLAP
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LAKE PERUCAC EXHUMATIONS 

In the summer of 2010, the artificial lake Perucac (52km in length), which is located 
between Visegrad (B&H) and Bajina Basta (Serbia) was emptied due to repairs on 
the dam in Bajina Basta. As the water level receded the remains of victims killed in 
and around Visegrad, just upstream emerged from the soil of the dried lake. As a 
result, over a period of 74 days, domestic (INO-Institute for Missing Persons B&H) 
and international investigators (ICMP-International Committee for Missing Persons) 
along with hundreds of volunteers searched the area for human remains. Volunteers 
were called to help due to the shortage of time and the large area of soil that had to 
be searched. Around 390 cases were found during the search. This was the largest 
volunteer turnout in post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In January 2012, the names of the victims found in Lake Perucac was published. 
The final DNA results place the number of victims at 163. Most of the victims 
are from Visegrad and a few dozen are from Srebrenica and Zepa(victims of the 
1995 Srebrenica Genocide).  The oldest victims are Imamagic Aisa and Ohranovic 
Hasida(both born 1906) and the youngest victim is Podzic Haris (1988).



18 19

MISSING

At least 800 Bosniaks are still missing from Visegrad. They 
are lying in individual and mass graves throughout the 
Visegrad municipality and at the bottom of the Drina River. 

One of the most infamous cases is that of Abdullah 
Kahriman, a Bosnian Army soldier captured by the 
Bosnian Serb Army near Visegrad. Kahriman escaped 
from Visegrad in ’92 and joined the resistance. He 
was captured, interrogated by the Visegrad authorities, tortured and forced to confess to war crimes. His 
forced confession is used by the The Committee for Collecting Data on Crimes Committed Against Humanity 
and International Law1 and also used in the propagandist documentary ”Grave on the River Drina”2. His 
whereabouts are unknown.  He was last seen in Visegrad, in the custody of the court authorities.

1 The Committee for Collecting Data on Crimes Committed Against Humanity and International Law was formed in Yugoslavia during the war 
with the primary aim of spreading propaganda about crimes committed against Serbs in Bosnia. The committee produced a report on every 
town, especially Visegrad. These reports were used by Slobodan Milosevic’s defense at The Hague. The committee gathered information from 
the courts in Visegrad. Two names recur: Judge Radmila Radisavljevic (later Zeljko Lelek’s defense lawyer) and Prosecutor Lazar Drasko (later a 
defense witness for Milan Lukic in the Sjeverin trial).
2  ”Na Drini Grobnica”  is a documentary produced by the Concentration Camp Survivors from Republika Srpska organization (”Saveza logoraša 
Republike Srpske”), featuring the organisation’s Visegrad section (”Regionalnog udruženja logoraša iz Višegrada”).  It was produced in 2007 
and since then has been repeatedly aired on Republika Srpska TV as well as being available online.

Samir Dervisevic (1977-1992)

Samir was born on 28.06.1977, he was abducted in front of 
his house on 14.06.1992 – just a few days before his 15th 
birthday. Samir was with two friends in the Lipa neighborhood 
when they were abducted; only one managed to survive and 
according to his testimony his friends were murdered on the 
new bridge in Visegrad. Milan Lukic and two other Bosnian 
Serb soldiers drove the three boys to the new bridge in a 
infamous red Golf Passat. The car stopped on the bridge and 
Milan Lukic said: “We’re out of petrol. We have to take the 
Drina River. It’s true it’s a bit cold, but never mind.”

VG-89 (Witness at the Lukic trial): 

“He [Milan Lukic] walked by me and grabbed Samir, who 
had a tracksuit on. He grabbed the top of his tracksuit. His 
rifle was on his shoulder, so he grabbed Samir and threw 
him over the side of the bridge. Samir tried to grab the side 
of the bridge, but it had been raining in Visegrad before the 
14th. The railing was made of iron. It was slippery, so he 
slipped and fell into the water. (…) He took the sniper rifle off 
his shoulder. He — he took his rifle into his hands, stabilising 
it against the railing, and he hit Samir with one bullet.”

Samir’s remains have not yet been found. 
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Sabanija family

Djulsa(1953), Enver(1972) and 
Munevera Sabanija(1970). Last seen 
in their home in Visegrad. 

VICTIMS

Safet ef. Karaman 
(1949-1992)

Safet ef. Karaman was born on 29. 11. 1949. in 
Okrugla near Visegrada. He came from a famous 
religious family – the Karamans. He finished the 
Gazi Husrev Bey madrasah in Sarajevo in 1973. 
In 1989 he became an imam in the Emperor’s 
mosque(Careva dzamija) in Visegrad. He was the 
head imam in Visegrad, an official of the Islamic 
Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina. He 
refused to leave Visegrad, saying: ”I will not leave 
Visegrad until my  congregation members do”. On 
07.06.1992 he was taken away from his apartment 
by Serb soldiers and led in an unknown direction. 
His remains were found during the Lake Perucac 
exhumations in 2010. 
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Jasmina Ahmetspahic 
(1968-1992)

Jasmina Ahmetspahic was born on 28. 01. 
1968, she was considered one of the most 
beautiful girls in Visegrad. She was abducted 
from her home in Visegrad and taken to Vilina 
Vlas spa, a few kilometer from Visegrad. Vilina 
Vlas was converted into a rape camp for 
Bosniak women and girls. Jasmina committed 
suicide by jumping off the window. Her 
remains were found during the Lake Perucac 
exhumations in 2010.(For more see: Zeljko 
Lelek Second Instance Verdict, Court of Bosnia 
and Hercegovina,12.01.2009)

Alija Tabakovic 
(1945-1992)

Alija Tabakovic was was born in 1945. in Visoko 
(north of Sarajevo). At that time his family 
had fled there, seeking refuge after escaping 
from Visegrad in 1943. The Tabakovic family 
originally from Drinsko, Visegrad  - along 
with several thousand Bosnian Muslims 
hiked through the woods of Mount Sjemec 
and Romanija to Visoko to escape the Serb 
slaughter of Bosnian Muslims in Visegrad. 
From 1941 to 1943 Visegrad was a poorly 
enclave, guarded by Italian soldiers.

After the end of the war in 1946, the Tabakovic 
family returned to Visegrad where Alija’s father – 
Rasim effendi Tabakovic was the head imam at 
the Careva mosque in the town’s center.

In May 1992. after Bosnianks were started 
being hunted down by Serb neighbours, Alija 
with several of his friends went into hiding. He 
was hiding along with his close friends and 
neighbours – Enes Dzaferovic aka Cipa and 
Rasim Omerovic.



24 25

He made his last telephone call to his sister on 
26.06.1992., saying that not much time was left 
and that it was most probably the last call he was 
making – that the house where they were hiding 
was being surrounded by Serb soldiers.

His body was retrieved in Slap, Zepa in 1992 by 
Visegrad refugees. It was identified by DNA analysis 
and his remains were buried in 2011. 

Enes Dzaferovic’s body was also retrieved in Slap, 
Zepa in 1992 while Rasim Omerovic’s remains 
were found during the Lake Perucac exhumations 
in 2010.

Hajra Koric 
(1947-1992)

“In respect of the killing of Hajra Koric, the evidence 
shows that Milan Lukic searched for Hajra Koric 
among a group of women and children who were 
fleeing.  Once he found her, he singled her out and 
shot her at point-blank range.  He was laughing when 
he turned her body over with his   foot and shot her in 
the back.” (Milan Lukic Judgement)

Omer Karisik (1958-1992) & Redzo Sabanovic (1954 – 1992)

“On 18 June 1992, at around 10:00 am. together, in a group of several members of the Serb Army and Police 
armed with rifles, he participated in the attack on the village of Kuka in the Visegrad Municipality and   arrest 
and unlawful imprisonment of several dozens of Bosniak civilians, including women, children and men whom 
they took and detained on the premises of the Hasan Veletovac Elementary School in Visegrad, except for 
Omer Karisik and Redzo Sabanovic whom they took away from the village and who have been unaccounted for 
ever since;”(Boban Simsic Second Instance Judgement,Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 07.08.2007)
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ANNIVERSARY

Since the end of the war every year on the last Saturday in May a 
central commemoration is held at the old - Mehmed pasa Sokolovic 
Bridge in Visegrad. 3,000 roses are thrown into the Drina River in 
remembrance of the 3,000 victims1 from Visegrad. For many families 
the bridge symbolizes pain and suffering as well as a quest for justice. 

After the commemoration, family members and guests head towards 
the Straziste cemetery where some of the victims from Visegrad have 
been buried. Unfortunately, a large number of identified victims from 
Visegrad have been buried in Sarajevo, Visoko, Gorazde etc. There is a 
plan to build a memorial center on Straziste cemetery. 

Besides the central commemoration in May, the  Pionirska Street massacre 
(14.06) and Bikavac massacre (27.06) are also commemorated at the site 
of the massacres. 

1 The final number of victims from Visegrad has not yet been established. The victim as-
sociations claim that the number of victims is at 3,000. The number of victims murdered 
in Visegrad from 1992-1995 is most at least 2,000, while the rest were killed as refugees 
in Srebrenica, Zepa, Gorazde, Sarajevo etc. 
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